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March 31, 2015

To Whom It May Concern:
It is my pleasure to endorse Sharon Bachman for prior learning credits with your institution. It is
my understanding that she is pursuing a Human Development Degree with Emphasis on Animal
and Nature Therapy.
JOIN, Inc. (Job Opportunities in Nevada) is a private, non-profit federally funded job training
agency. With 8 branches in northern Nevada, JOIN has been in business for over 30 years.
JOIN’s youth program places at-risk youth at local establishments to learn job skills, work
readiness and work ethics. You can find out more about our organization at www.join.org.
While Ms. Bachman owned and operated Brebeau Kennels in Elko, she partnered with our
organization many times in mentoring and training our youth with barriers to employment. She
worked with JOIN for approximately eleven years and during that time more than a dozen youth
were placed at her business, with two of them accepting permanent job offers from Sharon.
While working with Sharon, youth had on-going mentoring while learning: Work Ethics on the
job, assisting customers at front desk/scheduling, walking dogs, washing dogs, feeding
animals and miscellaneous duties as required.
Helene (pictured below), worked for Sharon in 2008. Because of her autism, she had a terrible
fear of the telephone and refused to use it. But after she started working at Brebeau Kennels,
her father said she could hardly wait to get home from work to call her friends to tell them about
her day. That is a true testament of how much our program impacts these youth, and we could
not do it without business owners like Sharon, who embraced our mission.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Best Regards,
Joanne Storms
Branch Manager

